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NCIAI Members and Forensic Professionals,

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

F I R S T  E D I T I O N J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 4S P R I N G  I S S U E

I am humbled and ecstatic to 
serve as the 2023-2024 NCIAI 
President!  I thank you all for 
trusting me with this 
responsibility and privilege and I 
hope to make you all proud!

The NCIAI has always worked 
together to enhance and improve 
the field of forensic science, to 
educate and train others in the 
field, and to share struggles and 
accomplishments.  We have just 
accomplished the Joint Regional 
IAI Conference with the Georgia 
and Tennessee Divisions of the 
IAI with a great turnout and 
huge success!

We are in the planning phases of the 2024 NCIAI 
Educational Conference on Wrightsville Beach, NC in 
October or November.  We hope to see you all there!

We have a great membership that spans North Carolina and 
beyond!  I want to thank our past presidents, board 
members, and officers for continually volunteering their time 
and energy into making this an amazing association! 

Thank you,
Casson Reynolds
NCIAI President, 2023-2024
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President:            Casson Reynolds

1st Vice President:    Adria Gharati

2nd Vice President:   Brooke Fail

Secretary:           Erin Biggio

Tresurer:            Heather Black

Editor:              Shannon Smith

Sergeant at Arms:    Clint Babb

Historian:            Melissa Southern

N C I A I  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Chairperson:         Doreen Huntington

Member:            Brian Dew

Member:            Bradley Whitaker

Member:            Randy Horton 

Member:            Lukas Feldbusch
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Regional Representative: 
   Rebecca Heinrich   

Auditing Committee:
   Chairperson: Clint Babb        
   Members:   Tracy Crowther     Allison Whitler
            
Membership Committee:
   Co-chairs:    Erin Biggio         Christa Leonard      
   Members:   Gretchen Bartizal   Makayla S. Pegg
               Lukas Feldbusch
Training Committee:
   Co-chairs:   Casson Reynolds    Doreen Huntington
   Members:   Nicole Meldrum     Randy Horton
               Bradley Whitaker   Rebecca Heinrich
               Bryan Brendley     Angela Berry

By-Laws Committee:
   Chairperson: Brian Dew
   Members:   Mike Summers     Steve Williams
               Casson Reynolds

Conference Committee:
   Co-chairs:   Randy Horton      Adria Gharati
               Jaclynn McKay      Jessica Dennis 
               Heather Black
   Members:   Ginger Blake        Lukas Feldbusch
               Bradley Whitaker   Clint Babb
               Brooke Fail         Andy Parker
               Shannon Smith     Leslie Popik
               Rebecca Heinrich    Erin Biggio
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Merchandise Committee:
   Co-chairs:    Amanda Holowaty  Brooke Fail     
   Members:   Leslie Popik        Shannon Smith
               Brittany Nosal      Carla Foran
               Allison C. Whitler   Alycia Smentkiewicz
            
Awards/Goodwill Committee:
   Co-chairs:    Beth Williamson    Brooke Fail      
   Members:   Kim Breeden       Ginger Blake
               Amy Wilde         Leigh Thomas
Legislative Committee:
   Co-chairs:   Shannon Smith     Casson Reynolds
   Members:   Melissa Southern   Shelly Garis 
               Jaclynn McKay

SAFIS User's Committee:
   Co-chairs:   Karen Marrow      Brian Dew
   Members:   Rebecca Heinrich   Doreen Huntington
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C O M M I T T E E  U P D A T E S

F I R S T  E D I T I O N J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 4S P R I N G  I S S U E

Merchandise Committee: LOGO CONTEST! Sumbissions due 
by April 12th. See contest rules near the end of this newsletter.

Conference Committee: CALL FOR PRESENTERS! See details 
further in this newsletter.

s a v e  t h e  d a t e !

Holiday Inn Resort Lumina
on Wrightsville Beach

CHECK BACK HERE FOR MORE COMMITTEE UPDATES 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

October 27-30th, 2024              Annual NCIAI Conference

Registration and check-in on Sunday
Three full days of lecture (Monday-Wednesday)



S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  T O  T H E  2 0 2 3  
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F I R S T  E D I T I O N

Let us know and they may be featured 
in a future newsletter!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LDX
875G

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 4

Do you know a NCIAI member who has 
gone above and beyond on a 

case/event/for the association?

WE WANT TO HEAR 
YOUR IDEAS!

Send us a topic you would like to hear 
presented or a workshop you would like to 

attend at an upcoming conference

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N2CHJG2

S P R I N G  I S S U E

TO  OUR NEWLY CERTIFIED MEMBERS:CONGRATULATIONS!

Career Opportunities:

Job Title: Crime Scene Technician
Location: Wilmington Police 
Department
Closing Date: Continuous
Salary: $18.24/hour
Job Type: Full Time
Apply here: www.wilmingtonnc.gov/jobs

CCSI:
Jilli-Ann Neeper - Guilford Co. SO
Nicole Hipskind - Union Co. SO
Sarah Bosco - NCSBI
Meredith Narowski - CCBI
Tajanae Green - High Point PD
Anna Garrett - Buncombe Co. SO
Brenna Bissey - CCBI

CCSA:
Garrett Winslow - NCSBI
Arianna Hudson - High Point PD
Mattie Russell 

CSCSA:
Candice Lanham - NCSBI
Jessica Dennis - Buncombe Co. SO

CLPE:
Amanda Holowaty - Durham PD
Bailie Dodd - Durham PD
Adria Gharati - Orlando PD
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Forensic evidence can survive underwater for weeks.

I N T E R E S T I N G  N E W S  I N  F O R E N S I C S

Research led by Staffordshire University has found that forensic 
fibers can survive underwater for much longer than previously 
thought. 

"Even after four weeks, the lowest percentage of remaining fibers 
was 33.4%. This clearly indicates that it is extremely valuable to 
search for fiber evidence even after a long exposure time."

Professor Gwinnett said, "Our findings could change how police 
direct investigations and help to uncover forensic evidence that 
was previously thought to be lost. We hope this will help 
investigators to identify more suspects and ultimately lead to more 
convictions."

The findings are published in the journal Forensic Science 
International.



F I R S T  E D I T I O N J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 4S P R I N G  I S S U E

N C I A I  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  C O M M I T T E E S

U p c o m i n g  T r a i n i n g  O p p o r t u n i t i e s

R e s e a r c h  T o p i c  S u g g e s t i o n s :

A  s t u d y  i n t o :

h o w  o f t e n  f a b r i c  i m p r e s s i o n s  a n d  f o o t w e a r  
i m p r e s s i o n s  a r e  u s e d  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  a  k n o w n  
s t a n d a r d

t o  i n c l u d e :

• h o w  r e g u l a r l y  a g e n c i e s  a r e  c o l l e c t i n g  t h o s e  
i m p r e s s i o n s

• h o w  t h e y  a r e  c o l l e c t e d
• w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  c o m p a r e d  i n  h o u s e
• h o w  o f t e n  a  k n o w n  s t a n d a r d  a p p e a r e d  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n .

Are you hosting an upcoming course? Presenting? Let us 
know and we will add it to our next newsletter

LPE Meeting   Apri l  15th      1600 Mist Lake Drive, Durham 
             10am-4pm     Lunch wil l  be provided by Foray

             We wil l  be creating an agenda and presenting ideas  
             for future training 
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I t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t o
t a k e  c a r e  o f  y o u r s e l f !

C h e c k  o u t  t h i s  a r t i c l e :  

T h e  I m p a c t  o f  S t r e s s ,  T r a u m a ,  a n d  B u r n o u t  o n  
F o r e n s i c  S c i e n t i s t s

F o r e n s i c  s c i e n t i s t s  o f t e n  e n c o u n t e r  t r a u m a t i c  a n d  
d i s t r e s s i n g  s c e n e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a c u t e  a n d  c h r o n i c  s t r e s s  
r e a c t i o n s .  T h e  i n c e s s a n t  e x p o s u r e  t o  v i o l e n c e ,  d e a t h  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g  c a n  g r a d u a l l y  e r o d e  t h e i r  m e n t a l  r e s i l i e n c e .  T h e  
m e r e  a c t  o f  w i t n e s s i n g  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  d i s t u r b i n g  i m a g e s ,  
s u c h  a s  v i c t i m s  o f  v i o l e n t  c r i m e s ,  t a k e s  a  h e a v y  t o l l  o n  
t h e i r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  w e l l - b e i n g .  M o r e o v e r ,  f o r e n s i c  
s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  o f t e n  r e q u i r e d  t o  t e s t i f y  i n  c o u r t ,  s u b j e c t i n g  
t h e m  t o  i n t e n s e  c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n s  t h a t  c a n  t r i g g e r  
a n x i e t y  a n d  f u r t h e r  e x a c e r b a t e  t r a u m a - r e l a t e d  s y m p t o m s .

To  m i t i g a t e  t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
e m p l o y i n g  f o r e n s i c  s c i e n t i s t s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  u n i q u e  
c h a l l e n g e s  t h e y  f a c e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
s u p p o r t  s y s t e m s .  B y  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e s e  d i f fi c u l t i e s  a n d  
p r o v i d i n g  s c i e n t i s t s  w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e s e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c a n  h e l p  e a s e  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t o l l  o f  
f o r e n s i c  w o r k  a n d  h e l p  s c i e n t i s t s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  n a v i g a t e  
t h e  d e m a n d i n g  a n d  o f t e n  t r a u m a t i z i n g  w o r l d  o f  f o r e n s i c  
s c i e n c e .

M E N TA L  H E A LT H  C O R N E R
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I, the above-named participant, have voluntarily registered to participate in the 
NCIAI Conference 2024 logo design contest. 

I hereby give permission to the NCIAI to use the original art work that I am now 
submitting to the above mentioned contest in print or electronic materials for news, 
educational, marketing, and/or publicity purposes. I understand that the image/s shall 
remain the sole property of the NCIAI or those acting pursuant to its authority. 

By signing below I agree:

  1) To be bound by these rules and regulations.
  2) That your name and/or likeness may be disclosed to and used by the news 
media and may otherwise be used for publicity purposes in area newspapers or 
other media including other print venues, television, radio, and online, and,
  3) To indemnify, release, and hold harmless the NCIAI and each of their respective 
directors, officers, employees, and agents from any and all losses, damages, costs, 
expenses, rights, claims, and actions of any kind arising in connection with the prize 
or resulting from acceptance, possession, use, or misuse of the prize. 

The NCIAI does not provide any guarantee or warranty, expressed or implied, in 
connection with the prize, and the NCIAI accepts for no liability or responsibility 
regarding the prize.

I HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS AGREEMENT AND UNDERSTAND IT TO BE A 
RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS AND CAUSES OF ACTION FOR MY INJURY OR DAMAGE 
TO MY PROPERTY THAT OCCURS WHILE PARTICIPATING IN THE DESCRIBED 
ACTIVITY AND IT OBLIGATES ME TO HOLD HARMLESS THE JOINT REGIONAL IAI 
CONFERENCE AND MEMBER DIVISIONS (TNIAI, GAIAI, NCIAI) FOR ANY 
LIABILITY FOR INJURY OF ANY PERSON AND DAMAGE TO PROPERTY CAUSED 
BY MY NEGLIGENT OR INTENTIONAL ACT OR OMISSION.

2024 NCIAI Conference Logo Design Contest 
Release, Waiver and Entry Form

Participant’s Full Name: 
Agency:
Phone Number and Email Address:

Participant’s name (clearly legible, all caps): 
Participant signature and date: 


